Totternhoe CE Academy – Religious Education Progression
Religious Education is not a statutory part of the National Curriculum but state-funded, local authority schools must
provide a basic curriculum. Schools designated as having a religious character are free to make their own decisions
in preparing their syllabuses. At Totternhoe CE Academy, we follow the guidance provided by the Bedford
Borough, Central Bedfordshire and Luton RE Agreed Syllabus, 2018–2023 - Identities, meanings, values.
‘The curriculum for a maintained school must be a balanced and broadly based one which ‘promotes the spiritual,
moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils and of society, and prepares pupils for the opportunities,
responsibilities and experiences of later life’.’ Section 2 79 (1) School Standards and Framework Act.
Breadth and depth can be achieved in RE, if the following are taken into account:
 RE should provide opportunities for pupils to develop positive attitudes and values and to reflect and relate their
learning in RE to their own experience.
 Building on the statutory requirements, it is recommended that there should be a wide- ranging study of religion
and belief across the key stages as a whole.
 Not all religions need to be studied at the same depth or in each key stage, but all that are studied should be
studied in a way that is coherent and promotes progression.
 Pupils should have the opportunity to learn that there are those who do not hold religious beliefs and have their
own philosophical perspectives, and subject matter should facilitate integration and promotion of shared values.
 The study of religion should be based on the legal requirements and provide an appropriate balance between
and within Christianity, other principal religions and, where appropriate, other religious traditions and worldviews,
across the key stages as a whole, making appropriate links with other parts of the curriculum and its cross-curricular
dimensions.

Each Local Authority will have an agreed syllabus so it is important that RE subject leaders are aware of the agreed
syllabus to allow for the correct coverage in their school. These three areas should underpin the breadth of coverage
of RE in schools:
 SMSC
 Personal Growth and Development
 Community Cohesion

Beliefs and teachings (from various religions)
Understanding the key teachings of various religions.
How beliefs are expressed
Understanding how books, scriptures, symbols, art and readings convey beliefs.
Rituals, ceremonies and lifestyles (from various religions)
Exploring the day-to-day lives and practices of various religions.
Time to reflect and personal growth
Showing an appreciation for how religion plays an important role in people’s lives. Exploring identity and who we are.
How beliefs are expressed
Understanding how books, scriptures, symbols, art and readings convey beliefs.

Values (in your own life and others’ lives)
Showing an appreciation for what people value and how it is an important aspect of their life. Making sense of right
and wrong and choices we make.
RE coverage should aim to:
 provoke challenging questions;
 encourage pupils to explore their own beliefs;
 enable pupils to build their sense of identity and belonging;

Beliefs and teachings (from various
religions)

a
b

KS1

LKS2

UKS2

Children begin to recall and
name different beliefs and main
festivals associated with religions.
Children can recognise different
religious symbols, their relevance
for individuals and how they
feature in festivals.
Children can:
describe the main beliefs of a
religion;
describe the main festivals of a
religion.

Children can describe the key
beliefs and teachings of the
religions studied, making some
comparisons between religions.
Children expand on their
knowledge of world religions from
KS1.
Children can:
describe the key teachings and
beliefs of a religion;
begin to compare the main
festivals of world religions;
refer to religious figures and holy
books.

Children can explain how beliefs
and teachings can make
contributions to the lives of
individuals and communities.
Children can compare the key
beliefs and teachings of various
religions, using appropriate
language and vocabulary and
demonstrating respect and
tolerance.
Children can:
recognise and explain how some
teachings and beliefs are shared
between religions;
explain how religious beliefs can
shape the lives of individuals and
contribute to society.

a
b
c

a

b

Rituals, ceremonies and
lifestyles (from various
religions)

c

a

b

Children begin to explore daily
practices and rituals of religions,
identifying religious practices and
recognising that some are
featured in more than one
religion. Children begin to reflect
on their own experiences of
attending ceremonies.
Children can:
recognise, name and describe
religious artefacts, places and
practices;
explain religious rituals and
ceremonies and the meaning of

a

Moving on from KS1, children look
at the concepts of belonging,
identity and meaning. Children
understand what belonging to a
religion might look like, through
practices and rituals, and what it
might involve. Children begin to
discuss and present thoughtfully
their own and others’ views.
Children also explore pilgrimages
as a part of a religious life.
Children can:
identify religious artefacts and
how they are involved in daily

a

Children look further at the
concepts of belonging, identity
and meaning. They understand
how certain features of religion
make a difference to individuals
and communities. Children also
explore the rituals and ceremonies
which mark important points in
life. Moving on from LKS2, children
will have the opportunity to
explore non-religious ways of life.
Children can:
explain practices and lifestyles
associated with belonging to a

c

them, including their own
experiences of them;
observe when practices and
rituals are featured in more than
one religion or lifestyle.

b
c

practices and rituals;
describe religious buildings and
how they are used;
explain religious ceremonies and
rituals and their importance for
people’s lives and sense of
belonging.

b

c

d

faith;
explain practices and lifestyles
associated with belonging to a
non-religious community;
compare lifestyles of different
faiths and give reasons why some
people within the same faith
choose to adopt different
lifestyles;
show an understanding of the role
of a spiritual leader.

e

How beliefs are expressed

a
b
c

Children explore a range of
sources of wisdom and the
traditions from which they come.
They can suggest some meanings
to religious stories. Children begin
to recognise different symbols and
how they express a community’s
way of life.
Children can:
name religious symbols and the
meaning of them;
learn the name of important
religious stories;
retell religious stories and suggest
meaings in the story.

a

b
c

Children explore the expression of
beliefs through books, scriptures,
art and other important means of
communication. Children then
move on to exploring a range of
beliefs, symbols and actions to
express meaning. Children can
explain the meaning of religious
stories and sources of wisdom and
the traditions from which they
come.
Children can:
begin to identify religious
symbolism in different forms of art
and communication;
looking at holy texts and stories,
explain meaning in a story;
express their beliefs in different
forms, with respect for others’
beliefs and comparing beliefs.

a
b
c

d

Children continue to explore the
expression of beliefs through
books, scriptures, art and any
other important means of
communication, as in LKS2.
Children then move on to
exploring a range of beliefs,
symbols and actions so they can
understand different ways of life
and expressing meaning. Children
can explain meaning of religious
stories, sources of wisdom and the
traditions from which they come.
Children can:
explore religious symbolism in
literature and the arts;
explain some of the different ways
individuals show their beliefs;
share their opinion or express their
own belief with respect and
tolerance for others.

